
 
 
“The following is a direct script of a teaching that is intended to be presented via video, incorporating relevant text, slides, 

media, and graphics to assist in illustration, thus facilitating the presentation of the material. In some places, this may cause 

the written material to not flow or sound rather awkward in some places. In addition, there may be grammatical errors that 

are often not acceptable in literary work. We encourage the viewing of the video teachings to complement the written 

teaching you see below.” 

HUNGER 
 

Matthew 5:6  
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

 

Hunger... ever been hungry before?   I’m talking HUNGRY.  You know, where your stomach is truly 

growling at you.  When your really hungry, your focus is one thing... food.   

 

Have you ever fasted before?  It’s kind of funny.  Cause after a couple days, even the foods that you 

can’t stand... start... to look kind of good.   

 

It really makes you think of Proverbs chapter 27.... 

 

Proverbs 27:7  

He who is full loathes honey, but to the hungry even what is bitter tastes ... sweet.  

 

And, if what we don’t like is starting to look good, we can only imagine how the food we DO like is 

starting to look. 

 

But we’re talking about hungering after righteousness here.  So, what is righteousness?  At least the 

righteousness that Yeshua is talking about here?   

 

Most would say the Word of God, of course.  To which we agree.  And the Word is something we 

should hunger after. Consider the words of Yeshua in Matthew 4:4. 

 

Matthew 4:4   

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.’”  

 

So, truly, the word is considered as bread for us.  Thus, something we should partake of and truly 

hunger after.  But how do we do that?  How is that accomplished in one’s everyday life? To hunger is to 

pursue, or yearn for and to partake... is to obey. 



 

If you are obeying his ways, then you are following HIS righteousness.  In turn, making HIS 

righteousness ... your righteousness.  However, when you disregard his instructions you are truly 

following after your own righteousness.  

 

But what is “our righteousness”?  Seriously.  This is a question that needs to be addressed.   

 

In all honesty, following or doing anything that is not pursuing the righteousness that is spelled out by 

God in His instructions for us.... is our righteousness.  Regardless of motives or intent, even if you 

believe that you are truly worshiping or serving God in these ways, it’s not how He sees them.  Why?   

Because they are not from Him.  Though your focus is centered on Him in your eyes, you are still 

serving Him on YOUR terms. 

 

Think of it this way.  Let’s say you’re a parent of two older teenagers.  You give them your rules for 

them to follow.  What’s the best way for them to show that they love and respect you?  Easy... Obey.  

Right?  But what if they make their own set of rules and say that they will obey those rules... for you.  

They truly have good intentions.  And most of their friends are doing the same for their parents as well, 

so it only makes sense for them in their understanding. 

 

And quite a few... no... actually MOST of the rules that they have made for themselves are actually just 

like the ones you made for them.  You know.... be nice, consider others first - the basics.  But there are 

some that they just have to have it - their way.   

 

In SPITE of what your rules say, they continue in their ways ... for you. 

 

But tell me, in YOUR eyes, whom are they obeying these rules for?  Yep.  Themselves. 

 

Likewise, when we ignore any of God’s instructions to follow our own... for Him, in His eyes, we are 

not doing it for him but rather rebelling against Him.  Sounds harsh doesn’t it?  But that’s truly how it 

is.  Think of it this way.  Let’s say you get a new job.  Let’s say this job is being a lineman at a local 

electric company.  The first day on the job, what do you get?  ... Orientation. 

 

This orientation consists of all the basic instructions and safety rules to get you started.  At the end of 

the day you go home and start thinking about all that you learned.   

 

However, you go back to work the next day and give your new boss a set of rules that you made up for 

yourself and all the other new employees.  Though they mostly consist of the rules given to you the day 

before, there are certain ones that you just wanted to change, as they seem out dated or even 

unnecessary. 

 

So, how well do you believe those new rules will go over with your new boss? 

 

Exactly.  They won’t.   

 

And the same applies with the instructions that God has given us.  We’re either following His ways or 

ours. 



 

The scriptures say that our own righteousness is as filthy rags.  

 

Isaiah 64:6 

All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we 

all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 

 

If we are not pursuing His righteousness, then this verse is truly... talking about us. And so we need to 

pursue HIS righteousness and not ours.  His ways, not ours. 

 

Matthew 6:33  

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  

 

Yeshua Himself tells us to pursue the Father’s righteousness.  So, are you? 

 

What is the Father’s righteousness?  What are His ways that we are to obey?  Consider... 

 

Deuteronomy 6:25  

And if we are careful to obey all this law before (Yahweh) the LORD our God, as he has 

commanded us, that will be our righteousness.” 

 

It’s His Law.  His law is the Righteousness that He desires for us to follow.  And His Law is great and 

glorious.  Compare... 

 

Isaiah 42:21  

It pleased (Yahweh) the LORD for the sake of his righteousness to make his law great and 

glorious. 

 

His law is truly declared as righteous.  Compare.... 

 

Deuteronomy 4:8  

And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I 

am setting before you today?  

 

This verse is actually glanced over all too quickly.  Let’s read it one more time... 

 

Deuteronomy 4:8  

And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I 

am setting before you today? 

 

Many would say, “That’s the old Testament.  It doesn’t apply anymore. The law is a curse now”. 

 

Though we cover this in MANY other perspectives in other teachings, we want to stay on topic here. 

 

That being the case, my question is this... 

 



“When does God’s Righteousness that we should follow become unrighteousness that we should 

avoid?”  Answer.... It doesn’t. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:9  

As it is written: “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”  

 

This is Paul, in the New Testament quoting from the Old Testament in Psalms 112... 

 

Psalms 112:9  

He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures forever; his horn will be 

lifted high in honor.  

 

Consider other verses regarding His righteous laws, that being... His righteousness.... 

 

Psalm 119:7  

I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your righteous laws.  

 

Again, Psalm 119 

Psalm 119:62 

At midnight I rise to give you thanks for your righteous laws.  

 

Again, Psalm 119 

Psalms 119:106  

I have taken an oath and confirmed it, that I will follow your righteous laws.  

 

Again, Psalm 119 

Psalms. 119:160  

All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.  

 

Did you catch that?  They’re eternal. 

 

Again 

Psalm 119:164  

Seven times a day I praise you for your righteous laws.    Psa. 111:3 Glorious and majestic are his 

deeds, and his righteousness endures forever.  

 

Psalm 112:3  

Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever. 

 

Isaiah 51:6  

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the 

earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my salvation will last 

forever, my righteousness will never fail.  

 

Again, Isaiah 51 

 



Isaiah 51:8 

But my righteousness will last forever, my salvation through all generations.”  

 

“But my righteousness will last forever” Again, His righteousness IS his law.  And it lasts forever.   

 

What is given to us in the New Testament regarding His righteousness that lasts forever?  Compare... 

 

2 Timothy 2:22   

Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 

who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  

 

2 Timothy 3:16  

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness 

 

Romans 5:21  

So that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

Some are quick to say “What about Philippians 3?” 

 

Which says... 

 

Philippians 3:8-9 

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 

that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  

 

Let’s break the latter part of this verse down...First, it says “I consider them rubbish, that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him,” 

 

“found in Him” meaning Yeshua... who is the Word.   For more on that, please see our teaching titled 

“Narrow Minded”.   It then says “not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law.” 

 

We already saw that following God’s law means you are following His righteousness and following 

ANYthing else would be considered your own. 

 

So what law could Paul be referring to here that would be his own righteousness?  The answer is 

actually found in the previous few verses.  Consider... 

 

 Phillippians 3:5-7 
“…; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic 

righteousness, faultless.  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.” 

 

“in regard to the law, a Pharisee;” 



 

Meaning what?  He followed the Oral law of the Pharisee’s - a legalistic righteousness that was based on 

works alone and not on that of a relationship through faith. 

 

Back to verse 9.... 

 

“not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 

Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.” 

 

 

If, indeed, the oral law was what he was referring to his own righteousness, what is the righteousness 

that comes from God and is by faith? 

 

Is this something that makes its first appearance in the New Testament?  Hardly.  Consider… 

 

Hebrews 11:7   

By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. 

By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  

 

“By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.” 

 

Hebrews 11 is all about Old Testament believers walking in this FAITH.  For more on this topic, please 

see our teaching titled “The Righteous shall live by Faith”. 

 

To confirm the matter that Paul is NOT talking about God’s law here in Philippians 3, consider what 

Paul says regarding this “righteousness that is by faith” in the book of Romans. 

 

Romans 10:6-8 

But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 

heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’ (that is, to bring 

Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? ‘The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in 

your heart,’ that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: “ 

 

This righteousness that is by faith is actually a quote straight from the Law.  Consider... 

 

Deuteronomy 30:11-15 

Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach.  It is not 

up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us 

so we may obey it?” Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to 

get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?”  No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth 

and in your heart so you may obey it. See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and 

destruction.  

 

This righteousness that is by faith is INDEED God’s law.  For more on these verses in Romans, please 

see our teaching titled “The Prayer of Salvation”. 

 



It is THIS righteousness that we are to make our righteousness as directed in the Old AND the New 

Testament. 

 

If we choose to follow His law, then THAT will be our righteousness.  His Law.  His ways.  The 

righteousness that is by faith. 

 

Matthew 5:6  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 

However, there is a common theme among many who pursue His righteousness.  Think of The prophets, 

the disciples and even Yeshua Himself.  What was the commonality between them?  Maybe 4 verses 

down from our text may shed some light... 

 

Matthew 5:10  

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  

 

Righteousness is not the way of the world or even the way of the popular religions.  It will bring 

persecution. 

 

So when you are persecuted for righteousness sake from the world or religious organizations, you should 

not be surprised.  They are only doing what comes natural... rebelling against Yahweh.  And if we are 

representing Him, as we should be, can we not expect persecution like that of the prophets and the 

disciples? 

 

2 Timothy 3:12  

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,  

 

Persecution always starts off as simple rejection from people. But it has the potential of growing into 

hatred.  A hatred that can eventually result in martyrdom.  This will only be more evident as we move 

closer into the end times. 

 

But let it be known, even in persecution, faithfulness is a mandate.  You can’t obey today and decide to 

follow your own ways tomorrow and expect you’ll be rewarded the same.  Compare.... 

 

Ezekiel 33:13  

If I tell the righteous man that he will surely live, but then he trusts in his righteousness and does 

evil, none of the righteous things he has done will be remembered; he will die for the evil he has 

done.  

 

This is NOT talking about making mistakes in pursuing obedience to God’s ways.  This is talking about 

rejecting God’s ways and following your own or another’s. 

 

We must understand that there is a BIG difference between choosing to sin and choosing to reject God’s 

law.  Choosing to sin means you gave in to the flesh.  It doesn’t mean you have rejected God’s law.  

Many would say “Well, what’s the difference?” The difference can be explained this way... What 



happens to the one who chooses to sin AFTER that sin is done?  He feels remorse for his actions and 

repents.  His heart’s desire is to obey.  Yet what happens to the one who rejects any of God’s law after 

the sin is done? He continues on his way with no remorse since he feels that he has done nothing wrong.  

See the difference?  One rejects the law and pursues their own way, while the other desires to obey 

thought they struggle with the flesh. 

 

This parallel’s with what Paul wrote in Romans 7.  Consider... 

 

Romans 7:14   

We know that the law is spiritual;  

 

Please pause for a moment. Focus on those words. The law is spiritual. Please... don’t forget that.   

 

Please see our teaching titled “Walking in the Spirit” when you get the opportunity to understand the 

gravity of what this really means. 

 

Continuing on... 

 

but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.  

 

Romans 7:15-25  

I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 
16

And if I do 

what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 
17

As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, 

but it is sin living in me. 
18

I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I 

have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
19

For what I do is not the good I want 

to do; no, the evil I do not want to do — this I keep on doing. 
20

Now if I do what I do not want to 

do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 
21

So I find this law at work: 

When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 
22

For in my inner being I delight in God’s 

law; 
23

but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my 

mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 
24

What a wretched 

man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25

Thanks be to God — through Jesus 

Christ our Lord!  So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a 

slave to the law of sin.  

 

This is Paul talking here!  He struggled with sin just like anyone else.  Does that mean he rejected the 

law?  Not a chance!  He hungered after it. The day will come when we all will walk in His ways... 

perfectly.  Forever.  

 

And now we see the words of Yeshua come to light like never before... 

 

Matthew 5:6  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 

Pursue His righteousness.  Pursue it like never before.  Let it be the air you breath.  Let it be the very 

blood that flows through your veins. 

 



Let the hunger for HIS righteousness drive your life with fervor, zeal and energy that never goes out.  

Let nothing keep you from getting back up when knocked down.  

 

Yeshua is the goal in this life.  Let the fire in your eyes allow NOTHING between you and Him.  Wake 

up every morning determined to live your life with purpose, HIS purpose. Let your hunger for HIS 

righteousness be the focal point of every element in your life.  For truly... 

 

Matthew 5:6  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 

We pray you have been blessed by this teaching. Remember, continue to test everything.  

Shalom 

For more on this and other teachings, please visit us at www.testeverything.net 

Shalom, and may Yahweh bless you in walking in the whole Word of God. 

EMAIL: Info@119ministries.com 

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/119Ministries 

WEBSITE: www.TestEverything.net & www.ExaminaloTodo.net  

TWITTER: www.twitter.com/119Ministries# 

 

 

 

 


